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Grant News Fall 2002

COUNTRY LIVING….  

BUCKTHORN?  
Fall is a good time to continue controlling this monster that is overtaking the understory in  Washington County and particularly 
Grant. Personally, I found applying TORDON RTU around the trunk of the still standing trees the most effective control method. 
The chemical will be drawn down into the root system as the invasive/noxious shrub starts storing energy for winter. Target the 
berry producing female trees. Shrubs/trees can then be cut at a later date, and burned once you've pulled that burn permit. Tordon is a 
harsh chemical - be sure to follow the cautionary statements.  Call me if you have questions or want more information:  Lynn Keller 
653-8244. 

ENJOYING THE BIRDS??  
Adding a heated birdbath during winter is a real asset in taking care of our feathered friends. Of course, you'll find the squirrel 
discovers the spa like temperatures perfect for their liking as well! 

LADYBUG PROBLEMS END OF WINTER???  
The metro area has been infested with "lady bugs" properly identified as Multicolored Asian Lady Beetles. Though beneficial insects 
that feed on aphids among other insects, they are annoying with reports of hundreds a day plaguing homeowners with the first warm 
days of spring. NOW is the time to caulk up those outside holes and double check windows. They will be looking for places to 
hibernate… make sure your home isn't an invitation! 

CRITTERS IN THE BASEMENT????  
Hardware cloth over the end of your sump pump pipe and even between the cover and your floor will keep some of the creatures at 
bay. 
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