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THE GRANT NEWS FROM YOUR CITY COUNCIL

A CITY BY ANY OTHER NAME  by Tom Carr 

How do you describe the City of Grant to people you come in contact with? 

"City?  Where's your downtown?"   '"Ummmmm we really don't have one." 

"Oh…well where your city office must be the real center of Grant!"   "Actually, our city office is…uhhh…
in Willernie!" 

"Okay but do all your full time employees like working where they're not in the city itself?"   
"Well, we only have one part time/fulltime employee and they've not complained."

"So how do you handle all the businesses and homes that are sprouting up all over?"  "Yah…well… aaaah…we really don't have a lot 
of business here and only 13 new homes were built last year. " 

"Boy your taxes must be high to make up for the lack of development money coming in!".  "Funny, but it's the opposite.  There were only 
3 cities in the 109 metro area with city taxes lower than Grant - we were ranked 106th out of 109!"  

"Wow, that's great!  Hey…I'm hungry - let's go  grab a quick bite  in the neighborhood!"  "That won't work as there aren't any 

fast food places in Grant." 

"Well, how 'bout a gas station with a convenience store?"  "No gas stations either." 

"Then let's fly into Stillwater."  "Well, I don't tend to fly on gravel."  

"Gravel roads?  I just washed my car!  It'll get dirty."  "No problem, we'll  take mine.  Besides at a 
slower speed we're less likely to hit any deer." 

"Deer?  Sounds more like the country than a city to me.  Grant sure is unique."    "We 

only became a city to keep from being swallowed up by surrounding cities." 

"That's going to happen with progress you know."   "With an average of 10 acres density per house we are planning that it 
doesn't happen." 

"TEN ACRE AVERAGE PER HOUSE!"   "Ten."  
"That will never last.  People will want to move in and the  lot size will shrink."  "Grant is trying really hard to keep it the same so that 
the woods and fields will be here for a long time to come." 

"How do you cut all that grass?"  "The horses eat it." 

"HORSES?!" 

ARE WE A CITY?  Sure, but we are unique.  Whether being a city, or being unique is good or bad, depending upon  the person you 
are talking with.  Most people in Grant say they love this way and to keep it the same.  This takes more than just a few people.  Pull up 
the web site, check out the meetings and workshops, or send in your opinions.  Like all cities, we have a few problems we are 
working on.  But all in all, Grant is still a wonderful place to live. 

Road safety concerns? Extra money has been allocated to address safety issues. On the  
enclosed survey, please identify your most troubling road safety issues,  

including specific locations. City Council will prioritize according to responses.
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Variance  
A variance is an exception to use, size or setback as allowed in the ordinances.  The standard required for a variance to be granted is 
for the applicant to show a hardship of the land. Variances have not been granted for things such as building size, height or use. Very 
few variances are approved in Grant. Some that have been granted are: 1) an accessory building being allowed in front of a home 
where the landscape behind the home was steep and wet. In this case, the accessory building would not be in view of the neighbors 
and the neighbors did not object.  2) A side lot minimum distance variance was granted where there was a pre-existing lot 
where conditions were such that the accessory building could not be practically built elsewhere and would not infringe upon 
the neighbors.  

Because variances can impact neighbors, applications are heard at a public hearing before the Planning Commission. Based on 
participant comments and individual circumstances the Commission recommends approval or denial by the City Council. Approval 
or denial by the Planning Commission does not guarantee the same outcome by the City Council. Also, additional requirements may 
be placed upon the applicant. A variance is applied for with the City Clerk. You can obtain applications and ordinances from the Clerk 
or print them from the City website and send the application and fees to the City Clerk. 

Conditional Use Permit  
Ordinance 50 section 604 outlines allowed uses in Grant. It identifies uses that require a conditional use permit (CUP) from the City 
as well as those allowed without application. Most uses are only allowed together with a home. Ordinance 50, as amended, can be 
found on the website. Typical uses allowed without a CUP are farming and a personal waterfront dock by your home.  Typical 
uses requiring a CUP are commercial and some private kennels or stables (allowed with CUP in some zoning districts).  
Conditional Use Permit Applications can be obtained from the City Clerk or the website. A public hearing is held before the 
Planning Commission who makes a recommendation to the City Council for approval or denial. As implied, conditions will be added 
to the permit in order to make the use acceptable to the neighborhood. Typical conditions are hours of operation, lighting and screening.  

Subdivision Application  
You may be able to divide your land if you own 20 or more acres that is not in platted land and has density units. There are many 
specific rules in this regard to protect you, the neighbors, purchasers and sellers. A subdivision application has a public hearing before 
the Planning Commission who makes a recommendation for approval or denial by the City Council. Obtain the application from the 
City Clerk or the website. If you own more than 40 acres and all resulting parcels are at least 20 acres, which are not platted, you 
are excluded from  the need for this application. You must still use the subdivision application if you only want to sell a little land to 
your neighbor.  

Public Hearings  
Has all of this peaked your interest in public hearings?  These are almost always held at the Planning Commission regular meetings 
(see schedule and agendas on the website).  Any interested person can speak or ask questions about the application before 
the Commission.  Some people come just to find out what is happening in the City.  

If you want to know what is going on here are some ways to keep informed.  First, look at the pending applications and agendas posted 
on the website (www.ci.grant.mn.us). Second, read the legal notices in the Press Publication you receive. Third, talk to your City 
Council and Planning Commission members.  Finally, read your Grant News.

SAVE YOURSELF!   
Make sure your address (street number) is clearly visible from the street.  The Fire Marshal has complained that several homes 
have been difficult to locate as street addresses are not clearly marked.  Emergency vehicles would have the same trouble 
responding to calls. 

FROM OUR CLERK by Barbara Bartholdi 

I'm Barbara Bartholdi. I am the new City Clerk for the City of Grant. It is my job to keep the everyday 
happenings running as smoothly as possible. So far it is has been an exciting and exhilarating challenge.  My 
main duty is to attend the Council and Planning Commission meetings and take the minutes for those meeting 
with all the preparation and follow-up required.  But I also supervise all elections, issue licenses required by 
the City, keep track of land applications, publish all legal notices, complete county, federal and state agency 
reports and do the miscellaneous clerical and financial duties required. It keeps me very busy.
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When I am not busy running the City, I like to quilt, read, and bike. I grew up in Detroit Lakes, MN and graduated from the University 
of Minnesota in elementary education. I taught first grade in San Diego, CA while my husband went to law school at the University 
of San Diego. He wanted to race sailboats on White Bear Lake, however, so after graduation we moved back to MN. We have a 
terrific daughter who is a freshman in college majoring in art. 

If you have any questions or comments regarding the City come on in. I would love to meet you.
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